

Mrs. Estabrook

Room 16

gestabrook@fremont.k12.ca.us
510-656-4000, ext. 48016

Go to http://www.hornerjh.com and then to class pages to find my website to check for grades, HW and the calendar.

Welcome to 8th grade physical science. I am looking forward to an exciting year. The class will be challenging and fun. In this class you will need to think like a scientist. By making observations, finding patterns, proposing explanations and testing ideas, you will explore the natural world in much the same way scientists do. You will learn basic scientific skills including how to measure with scientific equipment. You will also learn how to design and carry out experiments. Topics we will cover are predetermined by the California Science Standards, like matter, atoms, the periodic table, chemical reactions, motion and forces, forces in motion, fluids and pressure, density and buoyancy, and the solar system.

Textbook:
Textbooks are issued to each student. It is your responsibility to keep the books in the best possible condition. When possible a class set will be provided to limit the need to take books back and forth from home.

Materials needed:
3-ring binder, about 1” with section dividers ( science handouts, vocabulary, daily question, notes, home work, graded work )

binder paper ( lined, plain and graph paper )

metric ruler

pencil and colored pencils

calculator

organizer

Grading:
a.) Participation

Learning is an active thing, so get involved in your success.

You’ll automatically receive 5 participation points each day unless you do the following:

      * Talking while the teacher is talking (-5)            *  using your cell phone(-10)

*  Not doing your work (-5)                                   * sleeping during class(-5)

* Working on other homework (-10)                    * leaving your seat(-5)

* Chewing gum (-10)                                              * cussing(-10)

( The teacher may revise the list. )

b.) Grades will be based on points received for homework (including science binder, projects) (30%), class work and labs (45%), tests and quizzes (20%),  class participation (5%) and extra credit. Late assignments are unacceptable. Nonetheless, sometimes there are special events at home, or problems arise which are not within the control of the student. A note from home will suffice for these emergencies.

c.) Extra Credit:

Extra credit will be available about once every quarter. You will have the opportunity to solve research          questions, analyze research articles or do other related projects. Extra credit may not be given to those students with a history of incomplete work in the class.

d.) In case of absences, students will be allowed the same number of days they were absent to make up missing assignments. It is the responsibility of the student to get his or her missing assignments from the calendar in class or on the webpage. First ask a classmate, then if necessary come and see me at lunch or after school to talk to me. It is best to make an appointment to be sure that I am present in the classroom. Don’t hesitate to e-mail me if you have any questions.

e.)  Grading Scale:

                               90-100%    A
60-69%     D

                               80-89%      B                                  0-59%     F

                               70-79%      C

f.)   Cheating or plagiarizing : your grade will be a zero and you will get a call home!

Behavior:
Follow all class rules!!! You will be working in a lab situation with chemicals and open flames. Misbehavior can result in possible harm to you or your classmates. You do not have the right to pose yourself as a danger to yourself or anyone else. You do not have the right to stand in the way of another’s educational progress. 

If you choose to jeopardize the peace of the classroom the following steps can/will be made;

Warning(conference with teacher at lunch(call home(detention with teacher(responsibility center(referral to the office

Lab and Class cleanup:
In the last 5-10 minutes of each lab you will be expected to cleanup the lab materials and return equipment to its proper place. If a group fails to clean up properly, the entire team will loose points. You are responsible for keeping the lab and regular classroom tidy.

How to get an A in physical science;
Turn in all your work

Review every night

Ask questions

Talk to me when you don’t understand

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

First HW assignment: Please complete the information on this page and return it by Friday, September 5, 2008.

           I have read the information on the previous page and I understand and agree to the rules.

__________________                      ___________________

student name(please print)                                               parent/guardian name (please print)

__________________                      ___________________

student signature/date                                                     parent signature/date

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Parent’s e-mail address

Best phone # to use to reach parent/guardian and best time of day to call

       XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

                  First extra credit assignment:
                  Send me an e-mail from an e-mail address that can be used to communicate with a parent/ guardian.

                  Put your student’s name and class period in the subject line.
