6th Grade Review Questions

Mesopotamia

1. What ancient Mesopotamian code listed the laws and punishments in Babylon?

a. Hammurabi’s Code

2. What city was located along the Euphrates River?

a. Babylon

3. What king of the Akkadians created the world’s first empire?

a. Sargon

4. What group’s military power and use of iron weapons allowed it to dominate Mesopotamia around 900BC?

a. Assyrians

5. What famed structure was built by King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon?

a. The Hanging Gardens

Egypt

1. The Egyptian civilization began along what river valley?

a. The Nile River Valley

2. What system did Egyptian farmers use to harness the Nile Rivers plentiful water?

a. Irrigation

3. What form of writing did the Egyptians use?

a. Hieroglyphics

4. Egypt’s rulers were called what?

a. Pharaohs

5. How were ‘special’ folk in Egypt buried?

a. Embalmed and mummified in tombs (pyramids)

6. What women ruled Egypt long before that wimpy Cleopatra?

a. Hatshepsut

7. What plant was used for many things including early forms of paper?

a. papyrus

India

1. What two rivers made India’s east and west coast excellent for farming?

a. Ganges and Indus Rivers

2. The Aryans developed a written language called what?

a. Sanskrit

3. What social system developed in early India?

a. The Caste System

4. What two major world religions developed in early India?

a. Hinduism and Buddhism

5. Around 320ad, Northern India was dominated by what empire?

a. The Gupta Empire

China

1. What two rivers have had a major impact on Chinese history?

a. Yellow and Yangtze Rivers

2. What empire began the idea that kings ruled China because they had the Mandate of Heaven?

a. The Zhou Empire

3. What great Chinese thinker wrote wise sayings in a work called the Analects?

a. Confucius

4. What Chinese philosophy taught that hard work could improve the world?

a. Daoism

5. China grew in size and power around 200bc during what dynasty?

a. The Han Dynasty

6. What famous road allowed the Chinese to trade with nations thousands of miles away?

a. The Silk Road

Americas

1. What group founded the earliest empire in the Americas and lasted for 800 years?

a. The Olmec


2. What group dominated Mesoamerica’s rainforest region with a series of city-states?

a. The Mayans

3. At the end of a Mayan ball game, what happened to the losers?

a. They were sacrificed to the gods

4. To aid in farming, what did Mayan priests develop by watching the sky?

a. A 365 day calendar

5. By 900ad, what were Mayan cities like?

a. They were like deserted…no one knows exactly why????

Greeks

1. Individual Greek city-states were known as what? (it’s a Greek term yo)

a. Polis (a small, independent country)

2. What did the Greeks name the citizen soldiers they used to dominate other empires (and each other)?

a. Hoplites

3. What Greek city-state was known for its strong military and its two-king system?

a. Sparta

4. The first democratic government developed in which Greek city-state?

a. Athens

5. What empire was constantly at war with the Greek city-states (yet never defeated them)?

a. The Persian Empire

6. What Athenian victory resulted in many people today running 26 miles for glory and pain?

a. Marathon

7. 300 Spartans (along with a couple thousand other Greek soldiers) managed to hold off a Persian army of more that 100,000 (estimates go as high as 1 million…but that seems farfetched) at what narrow pass?

a. Thermopylae

8. Athens dominated Northern Greece under the leadership of…?

a. Pericles

9. Athens and Sparta fought a bitter and long war known as the…(Sparta won by the way)?

a. Peloponnesian War

10. Greeks loved to think and write, among them were dudes named Homer, Herodotus, and Thucydides…they are early examples of what…(hint-you’re in a ____ class)?

a. Historians

11. The Greeks believed in a pantheon of gods who resided where?

a. Mount Olympus

12. Homer is famous for writing long mythological stories, including this one about the city of Troy called…?

a. The Illiad
13. One Greek philosopher is in use today…in a set a of mathematical principles known as the ______________ theorem.

a. Pythagorean

14. Quick, name three dead but extremely famous Greek philosophers.

a. Socrates, Plato, Aristotle

15. What Macedonian blasted Greece and built an empire stretching all the way to India?

a. Alexander the Great

Rome

1. What twin brothers supposedly founded the city of Rome?

a. Remus and Romulus

2. What kind of government did Rome originally use?

a. A Republic

3. The Roman military litteraly wiped out its enemies, though usually outnumbered, what were these groups of Roman soldiers called?

a. Roman Legions

4. After defeating Hannibal and the Carthaginians, Rome controlled what chunk of land?

a. North Africa (coast)

5. What dude declared himself ruler for life in 44bc and was promptly assassinated?

a. Julius Caesar

6. The first Roman emperor was Caesar’s grandnephew, a fellow who named himself…?

a. Augustus

7. After expanding over hundreds of years, the Roman empire became corrupt, and began being invaded (on a very frequent basis) by groups from what area?

a. Northern Europe, primarily modern day Germany and Ukraine

7th Grade Review Questions

West Africa

1. What is the largest desert in Africa?

a. Sahara Desert

2. What place was the center of trade in West Africa?

a. Ghana

3. What was the most important activity villagers participated in?

a. Farming

4. What were the two main trading goods in West Africa?

a. Gold and Salt

5. Who was Mali’s greatest leader?

a. Mansa Musa

Islam

1. What is the title of the holy book of Islam?

a. The Koran (Qu’ ran)

2. What was the name of the prophet?

a. Muhammad

3. What is regarded as Islam’s holy city?

a. Mecca

4. What is the black cube structure in Mecca?

a. The Kaba

5. What are the five pillars of Islam?

a. Faith, prayer, alms, Ramadan, hajj

China

1. What invaders did the Chinese try to keep out?

a. The Mongols (Ghengis Khan)

2. What powerful powder was a Chinese invention?

a. Gunpowder

3. What Portuguese explorer began trading with China?

a. Marco Polo

4. What road became widely used to trade between Europe and China?

a. The Silk Road

5. Under what dynasty was the Great Wall begun?

a. Han Dynasty (221 BC)

Japan

1. What is the name for a Japanese knight?

a. Samurai

2. What is the main native religion of Japan?

a. Shinto

3. What code does a samurai warrior follow?

a. Bushido (Way of the Warrior)

4. Who was the military ruler of Japan in Medieval times?

a. Shogun

5. If a samurai is dishonored, he is expected to commit what?

a. Seppeku (ritual suicide)

Feudal Europe

1. What is the name of the code knights lived by?

a. Chivalry

2. What series of wars were fought over the holy lands around Jerusalem?

a. The Crusades

3. What group of invaders constantly attacked Britain and Northern Europe?

a. Vikings

4. What were the people at the bottom of society called?

a. Peasants

5. What system was created in which peasants farmed land for the lords?

a. The Feudal System…duh!

Europe

1. What killed 1/3 of the people in Europe in 1347?

a. The Plague

2. What teenager united the French and was later burned at the stake?

a. Joan of Arc

3. What is the term for a rebirth or revival of ideas?

a. Renaissance

4. Where did the Renaissance begin?

a. Italy

5. What religious campaign killed thousands in Spain?

a. The Inquisition

8th Grade Review Questions

Revolutionary Times

1. Who wrote the rough draft of the Declaration of Independence?

a. Thomas Jefferson

2. What thing’ did the American colonists decide to rebel against?

a. Taxes

3. What fellow led the Boston Sons of Liberty?

a. Samuel Adams

4. What European nation was America’s ally against Britain?

a. France

5. Who wrote the influential pamphlet “Common Sense”?

a. Thomas Paine

The Constitution

1. What is a Constitution?

a. A formal plan of government

2. What group met to write the Constitution/

a. The Constitutional Convention

3. How many branches of government are there in the Constitution and what are their names?

a. Three, Legislative, Executive, Judicial

4. What system prevents any single branch from becoming to powerful?

a. The system of checks and balances

5. What are the first ten amendments known as?

a. The Bill of Rights

America’s Early Years

1. Who were the first three presidents (in order, first and last names)?

a. George Washington, John Adams, Thomas Jefferson

2. What territory was purchased by Thomas Jefferson from France?

a. The Louisiana Purchase (Territory)

3. What two fellows led an expedition to explore the West?

a. Merriwether Lewis and William Clark

4. What war saw America once again fighting Britain?

a. War of 1812

5. Who founded the Federalist Party?

a. Alexander Hamilton

The Mid-19th Century

1. Who were the 4th through 7th presidents (in order w/first and last names)?

a. James Madison, James Monroe, John Quincy Adams, Andrew Jackson

2. What event began changing America from an agricultural society to one based on manufactured goods?

a. The Industrial Revolution

3. What Act did the government pass to move the Native Americans West?

a. The Indian Removal Act

4. What war resulted in America getting control of California and the New Mexico Territory?

a. Mexican War of 1846

5. What name was given to the large movement of people to the West?

a. Manifest Destiny

Leading Up to the Civil War

1. What crazy looking fellow tried to lead a slave rebellion in 1859?

a. John Brown

2. What Compromise was reached in 1820 regarding slavery (the name)?

a. The Missouri Compromise

3. What politician became famous for a series of debates?

a. Abraham Lincoln

4. What issue caused the Southern states to succeed from the Union?

a. State’s Rights

5. What name did the newly formed Southern group of states give itself?

a. The Confederate States of America

The Civil War and Reconstruction

1. The attack on what fort officially started the Civil War?

a. Fort Sumter

2. What battle was known as the bloodiest day of the war?

a. Antietam

3. What battle is considered the turning point of the war?

a. Gettysburg

4. The Emancipation Proclamation made the Civil War a war about what?

a. Slavery

5. The period after the Civil War is known as what?

a. Reconstruction

