Oral Book Talk Information
Sep.29-Oct.3, Dec.1-5, Feb. 23-27 & May 4-8
You will give an oral presentation that lasts from 3-4 minutes. You may use note cards to help you remember what to say, but you may not read from them. Your presentation should include the following: 

· An introduction that grabs the audience’s attention

· Title and author of your book

· Description of the setting (time and place)

· Description of the main characters (2-4)

· Summary (how it begins, what is the problem, how is the problem solved)

· A few opinion questions (samples below)
Your grade will be determined by how you relate important details of the book and speaking skills. Practice your presentation several times in front of a mirror or to members of your family. Use the following checklist to plan your oral presentation. 
Grading Criteria 

Content

· I had a strong, attention-getting introduction. 

· My vocabulary was strong and specific. 

· I used facts where appropriate. 

· I used opinions where appropriate. 

· I used supportive details. 

· I stayed focused; I did not stray off my topic. 

· I was well-informed on my topic. 

Organization

· I organized my ideas in a meaningful way. 

· My topic was clearly stated in the introduction. 

· I included necessary background information. 

· I used helpful transitions between main points (like "First of all..." or "In conclusion..."). 

· Ideas flowed logically from one point to the next. 

· The conclusion summarized what I thought about the book

Delivery

· My voice varied in pitch. It was not a monotone. 

· I used notes sparingly. I did not read from them. 

· I used standard grammar. 

· I didn't hesitate or lose my place. 

· I didn't use filler words (um, uh, like, mmm). 

· I didn't call attention to my errors by apologizing. 

· I maintained good eye contact most of the time. 

· My pronunciation was clear and easy to understand. 

· My rate of speech was neither too fast nor too slow. 

· My volume was neither too loud nor too soft.

Opinion Questions I may ask during your book talk:
· What was the best part of the book?

· Would you tell your friends to read this book? Why or why not?

· Was this a happy or sad story?

· If you could be someone in the story, who would it be?

· What kind of person would be most interested in a book like this?

· What was the theme of the book?
· What point of view was the book in? (first person, third person omniscient, third person limited)
You will schedule a time to talk to me about a book you have read in the last month. Sign up for a time before school, after school or at lunch during the time span set. Make sure you talk to your parents about when you sign up and be sure it is an okay time for them.
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