English 7 Honors
Mrs. Rebecca Snow









Horner Junior High School, Room 23
     (510) 656-4000 ext. 48023
             rsnow@fremont.k12.ca.us
I am available 30 minutes before or after school most days, or by appointment.

I look forward to joining you in your studies this year!  The state English standards include the study of vocabulary, grammar, and punctuation; essays and informational reports; class reading and study of one or more novels and from literature textbook; independent reading of novels and biographies with written reports; and oral presentations/ brief speeches.  Standards can be viewed at  http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/st/ss/enggrade7.asp 
District policy states that “Curriculum for all Honors classes shall be appropriately differentiated from the Core curriculum. Curriculum objectives will reflect the higher-level critical thinking and creative problem solving. Lessons should incorporate one or more of the following dimensions: depth, complexity, novelty, and acceleration of pacing.”
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Classroom Policies
1.  Respect is a priority in my classroom and a value that encompasses every aspect of learning.  I will treat all individuals in this class with kindness and expect you to do the same.  In showing respect for the classroom environment, please follow the rules:  
· Show respect to yourself and all others.

· Make good decisions.

· Solve problems.
Failure to comply with policies could result in lost participation points, RC visits or phone calls home.

2.  Attendance:  Be on time every day!  A parent or guardian should inform the school (510-656-4000) when a student will be absent.  Unexcused tardies will result in an administrative lunch detention.  
3.  Cheating in any form will not be tolerated; your integrity is worth far more than a grade.  Any evidence of plagiarism or cheating will result in zeroes for student(s) involved and consequences as per school discipline policy.  Please refer to the Horner Honesty Policy for more detail.  To plagiarize means to steal, borrow or use the ideas, words, work, etc. of another and pass them off as one’s own.  
4.  Late Work:  You can earn late work passes by being on task.  To use, turn in pass with the assignment, including the reason it is late, within one week of the due date. Vocabulary book assignments are not accepted late.
5.  Make-up work: If you are absent, check the Daily Agenda binder at the back of the room for that date.  You will have three days to complete what you missed.
Materials Required Every Day:
1. A  3-ring binder 

2. A spiral notebook for class use
3. A blue or black pen, a back-up is a good idea 

4. Loose-leaf binder paper 

5. The book we are working with as a class and a free read book

6. Assignment Book/Planner and personal Kleenex pack are recommended.
* The English Department will accept donations of tissues, pencils, staples, staplers, tape, file folders, colored pencils, paper, ink cartridges (HP 21 or 56) and dry erase pens all year.

Grading Policies:
Your grade will be based on the total number of points you earn over the course of the semester. Students will receive points for participation, class work, homework, tests/quizzes and papers. Writing assignments are worth the most.  Remember that you earn your grades. Honors students must maintain at least a C to remain in the class.
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*Grades can be checked on line soon—more information to follow.
I am happy to answer any questions for you; e-mail is the best way to contact me.  Please let me know if there is anything I can do!

We will be watching movies this year to supplement class reading which may include the following: The Pearl, A Christmas Carol, Rikki Tikki Tavi, A Wrinkle in Time, or The Storyteller.
Please return this page by Wednesday, September 10, 2008.

I have read and understand the above policies and procedures.  

Student name: _________________________________ e-mail: __________________________

Student signature: _____________________________________

Parent/Guardian name:  _______________________________________

Parent/Guardian signature:  ________________________________________

Parent phone #:  ________________________       and e-mail: ___________________________

Comments/Questions/Anything you want me to know:  __________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
